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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
101 Pleasant Street
Concord, N.H. 03301
FAX 603-271-1953
Citizens Services Line 1-800-339-9900

Aprils, 2015
The Honorable Theodore Gatsas
Mayor of Manchester
Chairman, Board of School Committee
SAD #37
195 McGregor Street, Suite 201
Manchester NH 031 02
Dear Chairman Gatsas:
Thank you for the invitation to meet with the Board of School Committee. I appreciate
the many options you offered for me to attend the Board meeting.
I am sure the Board has issues they would like clarified and I would be glad to meet
individually or in smaller groups to address any questions they might have.
As you know, I meet with Superintendents to address areas of concern. I meet often
with school board members to provide information they might need to make decisions for their
districts.
Each district is unique with many variables impacting their short and long-term goals. A
public meeting rarely accomplishes the kind of meaningful conversation necessary to support
students and families in these complex times.
Manchester School District has achieved many successes the past few years. The
district appears to be on a positive trajectory for your students. You have much to be proud of...
Again, thank you for your invitation. I would be delighted to meet individually or in a
group with Board members who may have questions regarding educational concerns.
Sincerely,

Virginia M. Barry, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education
VMB:PB
cc:

Superintendent Livingston
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
101 Pleasant Street
Concord, N.H. 03301
FAX 603-271-1953
Citizens Services Line 1-800-339-9900

Aprils, 2015
The Honorable Theodore Gatsas
Chairman, Board of School Committee
SAU #37
195 McGregor Street, Suite 201
Manchester NH 031 02
Dear Chairman Gatsas:
It is the responsibility of every school district in the State of New Hampshire to provide the resources
students need to be successful academically. The State provides adequacy funds, as well as federal
dollars, including over $6 million dollars in Title I funds to Manchester, to assist in the purchase and
delivery of those resources.
Ensuring students have these resources and the environment they need to participate in the required
statewide assessment is the responsibility of both the state and the local school district. For example,
the State of New Hampshire meets their responsibility by ensuring the assessment is provided to local
districts for implementation with technical assistance and support on the assessment structure and
process. At the same time, local school districts must ensure that students have an environment with
adequate resources to successfully take the assessment.
The purpose of the headphones in Smarter Balanced is to evaluate the listening components of the
assessment. I'm sure you will agree this is an important skill for students to master. Beyond the
assessment however, headphones are used to assist in instructional practices for technology purposes.
Although not required in the New Hampshire Minimum Standards (Information and Communication
Technologies), headphones are a vital classroom tool to have available for students to be able to
access, manage, integrate, evaluate and create information within the context of all core subjects.
If the district did not already have headphones available for instructional use, then funds already
available in the district can be used. Therefore, your request for reimbursement outside of your
dedicated funds is denied.
Respectfully,
Virginia M. Barry, Ph.D.
Comrfiissioner of Education
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